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Research Spotlight
3229 - Elevating Equity: Enhancing Parenting Student Success

Supporting Diverse and Special Populations, Leading and Advocating for Change

Recent national data reveal that over a quarter of all undergraduate college students are also raising children, with nearly
half of those as single parents. Moreover, most of these parents attend community colleges with the intention of
transferring to earn the BA degree. Parenting students are mostly female and mostly from historically underrepresented
populations, and these students face similar affordability and basic needs challenges as other college students. However,
they also have to find reliable and affordable childcare among other needs. This session explores how institutions support
parenting students in completing associate’s degree, transferring and obtaining their Bachelor’s degrees.
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Proportion of College Students with Children
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Source: Reichlin Cruse, L., Holtzman, T., Gault, B., Croom, D., & Polk, P. (2019). Parents in college by the numbers. Institute for Women'’s Policy Research.



Comparison of Degree Completion Rates for
Parenting Students vs. Students Without Children
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Source: https:/ /www.childtrends.org /publications /higher-education-support-parenting-students-and-their-children-with-accessible-equitable-services

Institute for Women'’s Policy Research. (2021). Head Start-college partnership to promote student parent familysuccess: A roadmap to guide collaboration (IWPR
#C500). https:/ /iwpr.org /wp-content /uploads /2021 /06 /Head-Start-College-Partnership-Resource 40.pdf
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Gender of Parenting Students Percentage of Women as Single Parenting
Students
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Source: https:/ /www.childtrends.org /publications /higher-education-support-parenting-students-and-their-children-with-accessible-equitable-
services
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Percentage of Parenting Students by Race/Ethnicity
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Source: Reichlin Cruse, L., Holtzman, T., Gault, B., Croom, D., & Polk, P. (2019). Parents in college by the numbers. Institute for Women'’s Policy Research.



Percentage of Students Parenting by Age
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Source: Hope4College.com - Parenting While In College: Basic Needs Insecurity Among Students With Children



Parenting Students' Insecurity and Homelessness

Survey Results
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Source: Hope4College.com - Parenting While In College: Basic Needs Insecurity Among Students With Children
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Comparison of Degree Attainment Among
Undergraduate Parenting Students
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B Institute for Women's Policy Research estimates

Source: Reichlin Cruse, L., Milli, J., Contreras-Mendez, S., Holtzman, T., & Gault, B. (2019). Investing in single mothers’ higher education: National and state
estimates of the costs and benefits of single mothers’ educational attainment to individuals, families, and society. Institute for Women’s Policy Research.



Impact of Degree Attainment on Single Mothers’ Finances
Return on Investment
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Source: Reichlin Cruse, L., Milli, J., Contreras-Mendez, S., Holtzman, T., & Gault, B. (2019). Investing in single mothers’ higher education: National and state
estimates of the costs and benefits of single mothers’ educational attainment to individuals, families, and society. Institute for Women'’s Policy Research.



Impact of Degree Attainment on Single Mothers’ Finances
Contribution to Tax Base (Lifetime)
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Source: Reichlin Cruse, L., Milli, J., Contreras-Mendez, S., Holtzman, T., & Gault, B. (2019). Investing in single mothers’ higher education: National and state
estimates of the costs and benefits of single mothers’ educational attainment to individuals, families, and society. Institute for Women’s Policy Research.



Impact of Degree Attainment on Single Mothers’ Finances
Reduction in Public Assistance (Lifetime)
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Source: Reichlin Cruse, L., Milli, J., Contreras-Mendez, S., Holtzman, T., & Gault, B. (2019). Investing in single mothers’ higher education: National and state
estimates of the costs and benefits of single mothers’ educational attainment to individuals, families, and society. Institute for Women'’s Policy Research.
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UCLA’s Bruin Resource Center’s
Students with Dependents Program




UCLA’s Little Bruin Clubhouse

LITTLE BRUINS
CLUBHOUSE AT JWC

UCLA RECREATION
EVENING YOUTH
PROGRAMMING

Funded by the
Social Justice Referendum




Parenting Student Graduation




UCLA’s Students with Dependents
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Contact Information

Angel Amber
ECMC Foundation — Program Officer
Email: aangel@ecmc.org

Stephen Handel
ECMC Foundation — Director of Strategy
Email: shandel@ecmc.org

Mike Muhfoz
Long Beach City College — Superintendent-President
Email: mmunoz@Ibcc.edu

Eileen Strempel
UCLA Herb Alpert School of Music — Inaugural Dean
Email: dean@schoolofmusic.ucla.edu
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